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Epecial CorrespondenceTHED NEW YORK TIMES

ONDON, MMay 3.—It is elghteen
-months—to be exact, on Oct. b
1909—since Dr. Orville Ward Owen,
physician of Detroit, Mich, arrived
unostentatiously in the quaint and pict-
uresque town of Chepstow, on the Welsh
borderland, with the avowed intention of
proving to a scoffing and Incredulous
werld that Francis Bacon was the real
aitthor of the Shakespeare plays. As a
result of over twenty years’ study of
Elizabethan literature he claims to have
digcovered a cipher buried in Sir Philip
Svdney’'s “ Arcadia,”” but which Dr. Owen
insists was also the work of Bacon, which.
e says, reveals beyvond any doubt that
in 1632 Bacon caused to be buried in the
bed of the River Wpye, which bounds
Chepstow, certain boxes,
ong. other historical documents, the
origginal manusceripts of all the Shake-

containing,

l

speare plays in the handwriting of Bacon.

At the time of Dr. Owen’s arrival in
Chepstow he was saccompanied by his
friend, Dr. William H. Prescott of Bos-
ton, & well-known physician and alienist,
who has been Iinterested in the Baconian
theory for years. Neither had been In
Chepstow before, and knew nothing about
its history beyond what had been revealed
through the medium of the olpher. Yet
to-day Dr. Owen positively asserts he has
found every landmark mentioned in the
cipher—many of which are now known by
new names, and only remembered by the
older names mentioned in the cipher, by
the cldest {inhabitants of Chepstow, and,
. more wondarful, indeed, has succeeded in
ujgovering a strange oaken structure, be-
neath which Dr. Owen s confident of

ding the cache twhich, he maintains,
Telds the missing relics.

Dr. Owen lost no time after his arrival
{n Chepstow In getting to work. He found
that the Wye itself belonged to the Crown,
the Duke of Beaufort having disposed
of his rights in it some time previously,
although retaining the right to flotsam
and. jetsam.

It thersfore became necesssry for Dr.
Owen to obtain the consent of the British
Government to explore the Wye, and also
that of the Duke of Beaufort before he
could disturd the river’'s bed. ILater it
also became necessary to secure the co-
operation of Henry Clay, the Squire of
Chepstow, now 87 years old, and through
whoze magnificent grounds it was neces-
sary to -pass to reach the river at the
gpot whers Dr. Owen declded to com-
mance operations. All these consents were
the Duke of Beaufort
being so favorably impressed with Dr.
Oven’s theory that he jolned Drs. Owen
and Prescott In the scheme for the re-
covery of the relics, and to-day is bsaring

Dxrmmaping Ouat thhe Coffer Dam inn thhe Wye

the greatsr share of the financial! burden,
which is gaid to be about £85 a week.

To hark back to the clpher. To attempt
to give any-clear idea of how it was dis-
covered would entail weeks of close study.
Suffice it to say that 1t is taken from the
third supplement of Philip Sydney’s * Ar-
cadia.”’ _

Btarting with the word ‘“Bacon®” in
mind, Dr. Owen bhegins with the first line
in the s=upplement commencing with the
letter ** B,”” and goes on to the end of
the sentence. Then ha turns to the end
of the supplement, and takes the first
line commencing with ** A,”" continuing
to the end of the sentence. Then Pback
again to the beginning of the supplement
for the first line commencing with *“ C,”
and so on, alternating until the supple-
ment is exhausted and dozens of sentences
beginning B A C O N {3 the resuit.

Having done this he makes use of a
spider’s wweb, mention of which 18 imade
in the preface to ‘* Arcadia,” and by in-
genjously drawing lght lines through all
the lettera I’ and Y ' appearing on
the shest, he finds that the lines all led
to one centre, giving the sheet the ap-
pearance of a spider’s web, while {n the
centre itself appear these letters:

H I D

UN
D E R
WY E

1

]
|

Which Dr. Owen sgays clearly means
that the treasure for which he is search-
Ing is to be found at & given point under
the River Wrye.

Besides this revealed sentence, Dr.
Owen has, by means of circles drawn &at
various other points on the sheet, dlscov-
ered sentences which tell him
boxes found under famed Roman Forg,”
‘“Bed of braced beams under Roman

Ford,”” ' At point off WasphilL* even go-

fing so far as to glve the dimensions of
the structure which will be found over
the spot where the treasure lies hidden,
telllng of a blue ‘“c¢lay ' which will be
encountered, of the stench from the clay,
and among other * tips,’”” Dr. Owen has
fouond his own name mentioned as the dis-
coverer of the relics.

I merely
method by which Dr. Owen has arrived
at his conclusions. As I saw the cipher
—a maes of letters from which {t would
be possible, one would imagine, with close
application to form almost any sentence—
it spoke volumes for the patience, en-
thusiasm, optimiem, and earnestness which
Dr. Owen has devoted to his 1lfe's
work.

Since Dr. Owen began the actual work of
excavating in the river bed, he has bored
fourteen holes. thirteen of which waere
abandoned after reaching the rock bot-
tom without result. But at the last at-

‘“ Burlegd

mention this to show the

in thoe Scarch for Bacon Manuscripts.

terpt, which was begun last week, &

strange oaken structure, hectagonal In'

shape, was unearthed, and it is this upon
which Dr. Owen pins his faith, and which
ouriously enough. follows
Ininutely the detalls of the hiding place
supplied in the cipher.

According to Dr. Owen, 'the latter 'gives
the. measurement of the structure des-
cribed in the cypher as ‘' Bed of braced
beams under Roman Ford,” as forty feet
long by ten feet wide, lying northeast
by southwest under river. The structure

discovered by Dr, Owen is about forty-

one feet long by eleven wide, while the
position is identical with that mentioned
in the cipher.

At each end of the. structure is a tri-
angle, pointed like the bows of a boat.
There are five bars of oak across the
width of it frém slde to slde, and the

space between these bars is fllled up with
rock and a pecullar blue clay. The open
beams are stout and black with the mud
of oenturies. Here and theres at regular
intervals the tops of wooden pegs appear
which rivet them to the timbers below.

. Ellminate the triangular ends, and the
structure becomes an oblong box divided
into compartments. It is the centre com-
partment on which Dr. Owen i3 now
working. As further fulfilling the letter
of - the cipher, Dr. Owen points to the
presence of the blue oclay, none of which

.
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out almost.

[had been encountered in any of the pre-
vious excavations.
In company with Dr. Owen,

proceeding.

o

Ty NEW
Yorkx TIirnies correspondent to-day spent
an hour watching the work of e:-:c:a.va,tig:mi
Already a depth of some;

|

1

be without absolutely reaching the cache
that he has found the right spot.

**I amr"not going to be sure,” said Dr. .
“until ‘I get the absolute cache.
The only thing I am . afraid of,

Owen,
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The Search by Dr. Owen In the Bed of thhie VWyw.

niine feet has been reached, which is a
Ereater depth gone to than at any pre-
vious hole before striking the rock bot-
tom. This is taken as an excellent =mign
by Dr. Owen, who is as sure as he can

changed their hiding place, or somebody
has been here before me and talken them

away. e

On the other hand,

banlk of the
1

river.

on the opposite
in a direot 1lime to
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Orville W. Owen’s CUri‘o-ué Search tG

Plays Interests and Amuses ,Englfando

| Where this structure has been discoversd
there have been found several beams o!
old oak, one of which is visible at low
tide. This discovery may alter the pres.
ent position materlally and falsify the
hopes now eritertained that success is
practically at hana. ' .

A local historian whom T afterward saw
sald he was perfectly certain that Dp
Owen was doomed’ to disappointment
and he expressed surprise that those af
the head of affalirs could not see that the
structure on " which Dr. Owen pins sc
much faith was the remalns of a landing
stage, another bpeing on the other side
prezisely opposite.

When asked about this, Dr. Owen would

not  admit that it altered hls convictior
in the slighteat, holding that the structure
on the opposite §lde wasa probably the re
mains of the -0ld Roman ford mentionet
In the clpher, and was of entirely differ
ent construction to the one on whish hq
was' working, .
. Dr.. Owen,- who is8 B8 yvears of ame %
‘sta¥ing In CHépstow with his wife and
their four children. He s a mild-man-
nered man, with apparently only on,
thought- In his mind, and. that, as h:
termsa {t, the ‘ whitewashing of Bacon.t
Since hls researches have become publk
he has been much bothered with the
ridicule which is being cast upon his at-
tempts, and which ascribes to him stated
ments which, as he says, ‘ those whe
know me know that it would be impossni-
ble for me to make.” In éne account he
is made to say that there are 89 boxex
supposed to be hidden In the cdache, cons
taining manuscripts of nearly everything
written during the Elizabethan' pexiod
with Bacon as their author, and above all
that the original death warrant of Mary
Queen of Scots, will be found.

Then, again, he I8 quoted ss exptessing
the bellef that Bacon, in a it of tempen
murdered Shakespeare, cut off his head
and buried it along-with the manuscripts.
‘““ There Is not an atom of truth in these
statements,” mald Dr. Owen. ‘I &on'{
know what 13 |n the boxes, except that 1
expect to find the Shakespeare -manu«
scripts in Bacon's handwritfing. The res!
is merely surniise on the part of imagl-
native writers.” )



